
As a Liberal Democrat, I am committed to seeing a negotiated peace settlement with a two-

state solution. This will involve difficult, but necessary compromises on both sides of the 

conflict in order to respect the rights of both the Israeli and Palestinian peoples. 

 

Liberal Democrats have continued to condemn disproportionate force used by all sides and 

have always stood firmly in support of the indivisibility of human rights and the rule of law. 

Because of this, I have continued to advocate strongly for a peaceful solution to the conflict 

and more broadly a stable and prosperous Middle East.  The Liberal Democrats believe any 

peace settlement should include an agreement based on 1967 borders with mutually agreed 

land swaps and a just settlement for refugees. These compromises will be difficult, but they 

are necessary in order to break the cycle of violence and guarantee the long-term security of 

Israelis and Palestinians alike. 

 

The Liberal Democrats are of the firm opinion that the Israeli settlements in the 

Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) are illegal under international law and present 

an obstacle to peace that take us further away from a two-state solution. Stopping the 

building of settlements will play a fundamental role in securing the lasting peace and 

prosperity that is so desperately needed by both the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.  We 

also believe the Israeli blockade of Gaza should end immediately. 
 

When in Coalition Government the Liberal Democrats regularly urged the Israeli authorities 

to comply with their obligations under international law as an occupying power in the West 

Bank and to lift restrictions on Gaza. The Liberal Democrats also encouraged the Israeli and 

Egyptian Government to reopen crossings to and from Gaza, as well as committing the UK to 

£20 million for early recovery assistance for Gaza following the conflict in the summer of 

2014. 

 

My priority now is to see a return to talks that bring a lasting end to the violence, improve the 

lives of ordinary Palestinians and address Israel’s legitimate need for security. I also believe 

that our capacity to influence this process are enhanced by continued close co-operation with, 

or membership of the European Union - you will know that the EU is the single biggest aid 

donor to the OPTs.  Likewise, if we are striking UK trade deals, these should be conditional 

on respect for international law and human rights. 

 


