
Between 1947 and 1949, Zionist paramilitary forces ethnically cleansed 
and eradicated over 500 villages and towns in Palestine, displacing 
750,000 Palestinians and taking over 78% of the land. Palestinians 

call this process the ‘Nakba’, or catastrophe. 

Today, an estimated 7 million Palestinian refugees are scattered around the 
world. 5 million live in refugee camps in the West Bank, Gaza, Lebanon, 
Jordan, and Syria. 

These refugees are denied their right of return by Israel; a right 
demanded by tens of thousands of Palestinians protesting in Gaza over the 
last four weeks. To date, at least 45 protesters at the ‘Great March of Return’ 
have been killed inside Gaza by Israeli snipers, including journalists and 
children. A further 5,500 protesters have been injured; over a third with live 
ammunition. 

This treatment of Palestinian civilians is not exceptional; the Nakba did not 
end in 1948. 

Israel routinely uses lethal violence against Palestinian civilians; demolishes 
Palestinian homes and villages; imposes apartheid policies upon Palestinians 
in Israel and the occupied territories; colonises Palestinian land through 
unlawful settlement building; and imprisons both adults in children in a 
military detention system notorious for torture and ill-treatment.

Between 1947 and 1949, Zionist paramilitary forces ethnically cleansed 
and eradicated over 500 villages and towns in Palestine, displacing 
750,000 Palestinians and taking over 78% of the land. Palestinians 

call this process the ‘Nakba’, or catastrophe. 

Today, an estimated 7 million Palestinian refugees are scattered around the 
world. 5 million live in refugee camps in the West Bank, Gaza, Lebanon, 
Jordan, and Syria. 

These refugees are denied their right of return by Israel; a right 
demanded by tens of thousands of Palestinians protesting in Gaza over the 
last four weeks. To date, at least 45 protesters at the ‘Great March of Return’ 
have been killed inside Gaza by Israeli snipers, including journalists and 
children. A further 5,500 protesters have been injured; over a third with live 
ammunition. 

This treatment of Palestinian civilians is not exceptional; the Nakba did not 
end in 1948. 

Israel routinely uses lethal violence against Palestinian civilians; demolishes 
Palestinian homes and villages; imposes apartheid policies upon Palestinians 
in Israel and the occupied territories; colonises Palestinian land through 
unlawful settlement building; and imprisons both adults in children in a 
military detention system notorious for torture and ill-treatment.



In May of every year, Palestinians and people of conscience around the world 
come together in recognition of this ongoing catastrophe. 

We invite you to join us as we mark 70 years of Nakba, and call for 
justice, equality and the right of return. 

TAKE ACTION
Visit our website, where you can download 
a resource pack to support your events and 
activities, find factsheets on the Nakba and 
Right of Return, and download social media 
graphics. You’ll also find information about 
local actions taking place around the UK 
throughout May.
www.palestinecampaign.org/70-years-nakba

Web: www.palestinecampaign.org
Facebook: palestinesolidarityuk

Twitter: PSCUpdates
Email: info@palestinecampaign.org

“Expelling people from their 
homes is a war crime. As 
well as preventing them from 
returning. Israel didn’t just 
commit a war crime in 1948 
but continues to commit one 
to this day.” 
– Salman Abu Sitta, author,  
Atlas Of Palestine 1948
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