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MOTION ON PALESTINE

The 42" ITF Congress, meeting in Mexico City from 4 to 12 August 2010
1. NOTING the continued suffering of Palestinian workers as a result of Israeli occupation,

3 BELIEVES that the attacks launched in Gaza in December 2008 action, taken in response
to rocket attacks, and the failure to respect the UN Security Council Resoiution calling
for a ceasefire were reckless and unacceptable, costing the lives of hundreds of innocent
civilians,

3. CONGRATULATES the ITF for organizing immediate humanitarian relief convoys together
with the Jordanian trade union movement and the ITF affiliates. And calls on the [TF to
work together with the ITUC to launch a further international trade union relief initiative
for Gaza,

4. WELCOMES the efforts made by the ITF to provide support to Palestinian General
Federation of Transport Workers (PGUTW) to improve the daily working lives of
Palestinian drivers facing delays and obstructions at west bank checkpoints which
resulted in the creation of a joint liaison committee between the 1TF affiliated Israeli and
Palestinian transport workers’ unions in 2007 which developed a drivers” helpline
nroject which was due to be launched early in 2009,

5. NOTES that recent changes in the checkpoint situation led the PGUTW to request a
review of the ITF project on the checkpoints,

6. Notes the visit to the west bank of the ITF General Secretary David Cockroft in
November 2009 to review these developments, and to examine the difficult working
conditions and lack of facilities for Palestinian drivers at the border crossing points with
lsrael. Notes the support of the ITF EB for the General Secretary’s proposal for an iTF
border crossing project.

7. EXPRESSES support for:

« The right of the Palestinian people to self-determination;
e Just settiement to the Palestinian refugee issue in within the frame work of the UN
resolutions.

e . . .
s The withdrawal of Israeii troops from all occupied territories;
» The remaval of the illegally constructed 'separation wall’,

8. CONDEMNS the continued tsraeli occupation of the West Bank East Jerusalem and Gaza,
the existence of illegal israeli settlements there and calls for

+ The Congress to recognise that economic relations with the settlements, help to
sustain thelr existence, in violation of international law.

+ Congress condemns transport companies providing transport services to the
settlements built on the occupied Palestinian territories since June, 1967, and calls
oh them to stop providing such services,

e Calls on the ITF to take action against multinational transportation companies
providing transportation ta these settlements. '
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RMT, Great Britain

e animmediate cessation of all illega! settlement building;

¢ the immediate removal of all checkpaoints restricting the free movement of people
and transport within the occupied territories;

+ thedismantling of the “Separation Wall” which has lead to the further taking of land
from the Palestinian people and major transport disruption;

» the opening of facilities to provide air, land and sea points of entry and exit for trade
for the Palestinian people free from interference by the Israell occupying power.

SUPPORTS a comprehensive peace between Israel and Palestine, based on the co-
existence in conditions of security of two sovereign, independent and viable states and
believes that the full implementation of UN Security Councit Resolution 242, {1967),
which recognises the 1967 borders, and 338 (1973), are fundamental to the
achievemnent of a just and lasting peace, '

CALLS for universal recognition of Israel’s right to exist, next to an independent viable
Palestinian state, acknow!edging that this is essential to achieving a peaceful solution.

CALLS for the lifting of the blockade on Gaza in line with UN Security Council Resolution
1860 {2009} and the opening of all Gaza ports, and for Isrzel to end the occupation of
the West Bank and to remove all sattlements. Congress recognises that economic
relations with the settlements help to sustain their existence, in viotation of
international law and calls on the United Nations to request all member states to
impose sanctions on any companies violating the 2004 ruling of the International Court
of Justice decisions in respect of the Wail;

CONDEMNS the attack launched by Israeli armed forces on the humanitarian fiotilla in
Tune 2010 which led to the Tossof tves and-catis 67 a full international enquiry into the
circumstances in which such an attack took place.

WELCOMES the statement made by the israel trade union confederation the Histadrut
in June calling for the establishment of two independent déMBEratic STAtes. T

e

SUPPQRTS all international trade union efforts to provide humanitarian assistance to the
people of Gaza.

BELIEVES that while every country has the right to defend reccgnised borders and the
lives and weli-being of its population, the building by the Israeli government of a
separation wall which intrudes substantially inte Palestinian territory is a violation of
international law which can only make peace and mutual coexistence harder to achieve,
Congress calls for the wall to be removed, recognising that the mutual security of and
respect between Israelis and Palestinians is central to the guest for peace.

Congress CALLS FOR an international campaign of solidarity with the Palestinian people
by the ITF and all affiliates,

Congress INSTRUCTS the ITF Executive Board to continue to support its affiliate the
PGUTW In every possible way and to take whatever action is appropriate to further the
goals expressed in this resolution including by premoting these policies within regional
and internatianal bodies including the International Trade Union Confederation,

Proposed by :
Palestinian General Federation of Transport Workers [PGUTW)




